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With regard to the internal administration of the Provinces above mentioned (Ajmer-Merwara, &c.), the Foreign Department exercises the same general functions of control as are exercised over ordinary Provinces through the Home Department, The Foreign Department further deals with questions of ceremonial, and with matters relating to the Indian Orders. It supervises the Imperial Service troops and the Imperial Cadet Corps, and also the Chiefs' colleges, which will be noticed in the chapters on Army and Education.
The Home Department is concerned with the work of The Home general administration, and deals with internal politics, law and justice, jails, police, education, hospitals, public health, municipalities and local boards, ecclesiastical matters, the administration of the Arms Acts, and a number of other subjects. These matters fall primarily within the, jurisdiction of the Local Governments; and the work of the Home Department consists, therefore, to a large extent in controlling the Provincial administrations, while it more directly administers the penal settlement of Port Blair in the Andaman Islands, to which convicts sentenced to transportation are sent. It has also to perform much direct work of a miscellaneous character. The superior officers of several departments of the administration under Local Governments belong to Imperial services, such as the Indian Civil Service, which are under the general control of the Home Department. The work of the Ecclesiastical department is shared between the Supreme and the Local Governments. The Charter Acts of 18x3 and 1833 provided for the appointment of Bishops at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and conferred on them ecclesiastical jurisdiction and power to admit to holy orders. The Bishop of Calcutta is also Metropolitan in India, Bishops have been appointed to other dioceses such as Lahore, Rangoon, Lucknow, and NSgpur; but these do not derive their authority from Act of Parliament, and their official status as regards salary, leave, and pension is that of a senior chaplain* Government chaplains are maintained, or allowances are granted to other clergymen, to provide the ministrations of religion to British-born subjects of the Crown, and especially to soldiers and their families, whether Anglican, Presbyterian, Wesleyan, or Roman Catholic1. The authority of
1 The policy of the British Government in respect to the natives of India has always been one of the strictest religions neutrality. Missionary bodies act entirely on t&eir own responsibility and with their own rands \ and thpugh their schools are eligible for educational grants, these are entirely far the purpose of secular instruction and xaay be obtained on similar terms